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WHAT IF YOU COULD BECOME  
 

AT (ALMOST) ANYTHING?

Discover more great books @bookpixx

Are you the type of 
person who thinks:

  You need a special type 
of brain to do maths?

  You’re either good at 
sport or you’re not?

  You’ll never get a part  
in the school play?

If so, then this is the book 
for you. Whatever you 
want to be good at, the 
right mindset can help you 
achieve your dream!
We know you can do it 
because …

‘If you’re a bit nervous or unsure of  
trying new things then I think you  
should read this book’  
ETHAN, AGE 10

‘I love this book. You Are Awesome really 
builds your confidence and  
shows you how the right  
mindset can help you  
achieve your dreams’ 
ELLA, AGE 13

FUN FACTS! 
What links these three people?

J K Rowling • Steve Jobs • Jay-Z

They all failed! Yes, you read 
that right. Each of these super-
successful people failed  
before they succeeded. 

So what changed? 

They practised and persevered 
UNTIL they achieved their goals!

THE NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER
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Hi Summer Readers,
Our mission at Toppsta.com is to help children discover a love of reading by providing a 
place where children can review books and share their recommendations with each 
other, in a safe environment with no photos, real names or forums.

I launched Toppsta in 2014 because as a parent I was struggling to �nd age-appropriate 
books and I wanted to know which books children were really enjoying reading, not just 
those books that adults thought children should be reading.

And four years on, we have over 30,000 book reviews written by the amazing Toppsta 
community and available to read on our website www.toppsta.com

The 2018 Toppsta Summer Reading Guide contains a selection of reviews of the very best 
books, hand-picked by us. You’ll �nd recommendations for all ages up to 12, with a short 
description plus a review from a child, parent, teacher, librarian or grandparent. And 
there are additional features for Picture Books, Reluctant Readers and, of course, football 
books for any World Cup fans.

We hope you enjoy reading all about these brilliant books! To make the most of this list 
we have also included:

1. Two Book Review Templates, which can be used at school or at home  (p. 4 & 5)

2. A Reading Record for children to �ll out over the Summer (p. 6)

3. A Book Review Competition to win up to £200 worth of books from our friends at 
Scholastic Book Club (p. 20)

If you have any feedback or questions, please do drop me an email - 
georgina@toppsta.com - and keep in touch by signing up to our newsletter for exciting 
book news, great reviews and free book giveaways https://toppsta.com/newsletter

Happy Reading!

Georgina Atwell (Founder) 
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My Book Review

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018

Title: 

Author: 

Would you recommend this book? 

Signed:Date:

How many stars would you give this book? 

How would you describe this book? 

What did you like or dislike about this book?

Illustrator: 

Yes    No    Maybe
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My Reading Diary

1

2
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Title Date �nished Star Rating

    b o ok

I’v
e read my   I’v

e read   I’v
e read I’ve written

    b o oks

    b o oks

    a book review

date & signature date & signature date & signature date & signature

1st 5 10
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Tips for Writing a Book Review

FIRST THOUGHTS

What made you pick this book to read? Was it the cover? Or the title? Or something else? 
Did a friend recommend it or did you see it somewhere?

AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR
Had you heard of the author or illustrator before you chose this book? Have you read any 
of their other books? Are those books similar to this one?

GENRE
How would you describe the story? Is it an adventure? A mystery? A love story? Are there 
illustrations or pictures?

CHARACTERS
Who are the main characters and how would you describe them? Can you see them clearly in 
your imagination? Did you identify with any of the characters?

STORY
Think about what happened in the story and can you summarise the action without 
ruining the story for anyone who hasn’t read it yet?

WHEN
Is the book set in today’s world, or sometime in the future or past? Does that make a 
di�erence to the story and your enjoyment of it?

WHERE
Where does the story take place? Is it a familiar place or somewhere really di�erent? 
If you close your eyes, can you see it in your imagination?

WRITING STYLE
How would you describe the writing style? Simple? Elaborate? Modern? Old-fashioned? 
Did you understand all the words? Did you learn any new words?

EMOTIONS
How did this book make you feel? And did it make you feel one emotion or lots of 
di�erent emotions? How did you feel at the end of the book?

OPINION
Did you like the book and can you tell us why you did or didn’t? Is it similar to anything 
else you’ve read? Would you recommend it and if so, to who?

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018
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Picture Books Loved by Children

DK

The Bee Book 
Charlotte Milner 

A beautifully illustrated, fact-�lled
celebration of bees

"This book includes absolutely 
everything you could need to know 
about bees! It has an abundance of 
information and beautiful illustrations." 
(Read to 'Soopa' age 3) 

Introduces little ones to the colourful 
world of Elmer

"This is a terri�c book, my own children 
loved this and now so do my 
grandchildren. It is very colourful and 
a great story. De�nitely recommend." 
(Read to 'Rooroo' age 2)

My First Elmer
David McKee

Andersen Press

Andersen Press

Hodder

Oi Cat!
Kes Gray, Jim Field (illus)

The laughter never ends with
Oi Frog! and friends

“The rhyming text and illustrations are 
brilliantly funny. Leo loves looking at 
the pictures inside the cover and the 
lift-up surprise ending too!” (Read to 
'LA12' age 5) 

Shortlisted for the 2018 Waterstones
Children’s Book Prize

“A lovely book for talking about anger 
and frustration. Both my 2yo and my 
7yo who is autistic could relate to 
Fergal's �ery moments!” (Read to 
'TomatoBoy20' & 'TomatoBaby20')

Fergal is Fuming! Sophie Johnson: Unicorn Expert
Robert Starling Morag Hood, Ella Okstad (illus)

A wonderfully humorous story ideal 
for fans of unicorns and magic! 

"My daughter just adored the sparkly 
front cover. She found it very funny 
and kept laughing at how Sophie still 
hasn't seen the unicorn yet." (Read to 
'Squirt' aged 4) 

Simon & Schuster

A lovely calming bedtime story with 
simple poses to copy

“Fabulous book about basic yoga 
positions. We enjoyed meeting the 
yoga babies and took time out to 
spend some time together in a calm 
environment." (Read to 'Darcm' age 1)

Yoga Babies
Fearne Cotton, Sheena Dempsey (illus)

Andersen Press

A joyful celebration of all that’s 
brilliant about books and reading

“This book is fun and teaches you all 
about the di�erent ways people read 
and why. A really good book with 
nice bright illustrations.” (Read to 
‘FreddyBoggis’ age 4)

The Covers of My Book are Too Far Apart!
Vivian French, Nigel Baines (illus)

Barrington Stoke

More animal fun with rhyme, glitter
and fabulous illustrations 

“Sophie loves these books. This is 
de�nitely the best one so far and she 
loves the glitter and pointing out the 
ladybird on each page.” (Read to 
'Ellielebugjnr' age 1) 

What the Ladybird Heard on Holiday
Julia Donaldson, Lydia Monks (illus)

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018



New Picture Books

That’s not my bee…
Fiona Watt, Rachel Wells (illus)

Usborne Publishing

A delightful addition to the best-selling 
That's Not My... series by Fiona Watt and 
Rachel Wells. Babies and toddlers will love 
turning the pages, touching the feely 
patches and spotting the familiar little white 
mouse as they look for their bee.

Frog Hops O�!
Lydia Monks

Macmillan Children’s
 Books

Frog just can't sit still at Twit Twoo School - he 
is always bouncing around and can't wait to 
go exploring. But when Frog hops o� on his 
own, he soon realises he doesn't know the 
way back again. This is a warm and funny 
adventure story with a gentle message about 
listening, perfect for preschoolers. 

Mixed
Arree Chung

Macmillan Children’s
 Books

This is a timely tale of di�erence and 
acceptance. The Blues, Reds and Yellows 
are living in harmony until one of the 
colours proclaims they are the best. After 
discord breaks out, they decide to go their 
separate ways, until a Yellow befriends a 
Blue and they discover a world of possibili-
ties.

William Bee’s Wonderful World of Trains and 
Boats and Planes
William Bee

Pavilion Children’s 
Books

William Bee is back in the latest book in this 
brilliant series to give you the low down on 
more of his amazing vehicles – from steam 
train to space rocket. Perfect for every child 
fascinated by amazing vehicles that can �y, 
�oat, dive underwater, travel on tracks and 
blast o� into outer space! 

What Does an Anteater Eat?
Ross Collins

Nosy Crow

Anteater is hungry, but he has completely 
forgotten what anteaters eat. Ba�ed and 
with his tummy rumbling, he consults the 
other animals – but maybe the answer isn’t 
as obvious as you may think! A delightfully 
silly tale from the award-winning creator of 
There's a Bear on My Chair.  

Picking Pickle
Polly Faber, Clara Vulliamy (illus)

Pavilion Children’s 
Books

It can be a pickle to pick the right dog. Will it 
be hungry Harvey, who eats everything? Or 
clever Dumpling, who can chew through the 
crossword in record time? Or sporty 
Boo-Boo, as bouncy as a ball? Oh it's so hard 
to choose. What a pickle! With gorgeous 
illustrations and laugh-out-loud text.  



Unicorn 
and glittery 

slime

Star Wars  
tech using real  

science

Make tasty
ice-cream 
at home

Turn everyday items into incredible science today

© & TM 2018 LUCASFILM LTD.www.dk.com

TM

Make something

AWESOME  
this summer!
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Books Loved by Children (5+)

You Choose in Space
Pippa Goodhart, Nick Sharratt (illus) DK Publishing

Zoom into space for an adventure where
YOU CHOOSE what happens next

"Oh my girls completely love this book, 
they've carted it round with them all 
week. Some crazy animals and locations 
really capture the imagination."  (Read 
by 'IslaC' age 6)

“This is a brilliant book. The pictures 
are clear and the text is very easy to 
read. It has also given us some ideas 
for things to build with Lego.” (Read to 
'Matthew' age 5)

LEGO CITY Busy Word Book

Young Arrow

Dog Diaries
Steven Butler, James Patterson & Richard Watson (illus)DK Publishing

DK Publishing

Hilarious tale of a dog's adventures 
with brilliant illustrations 

"My daughter was engaged straight 
away by the fact a dog was writing a 
book. She was able to read parts of the 
book herself and I read the rest." (Read 
to 'RUBYB' age 6)

“What a brilliant book! Fun, entertaining 
and gripping. It was the perfect class 
book raising interesting discussion and 
ideas from the children.” (Read to class 
“2R” ages 6 to 7)

A brilliant book, especially if you 
like science experiments

"A cracking book, the perfect bridge 
from picture books. There's plenty of 
illustrations and it's a perfect mix of 
storytelling and education." (Read to 
'LucasChops' age 6) 

Al’s Awesome Science: Egg-speriments! Max the Detective Cat: The Disappearing Diva
Jane Clarke, James Brown (illus) Sarah Todd Taylor, Nicola Kinnear (illus)

An action-packed mystery with 
a feline twist!

"I've just started reading longer books 
to my daughter and she is loving this 
sweet story of Max who goes from 
pampered kitty to a detective." (Read 
to 'FreyasBooks' age 5) 

Nosy Crow

The perfect introduction to the 
wonderful world of growing plants

“A gorgeous book about growing 
�owers, packed full with information, 
facts and pictures. With a growth chart 
and seeds it is highly recommended." 
(Read to 'Ragdollkhanbaby' age 6)

RHS I Can Grow a Sun�ower

Award-winning book for little 
animal lovers

"This is a fantastic book with loads of 
information. It's clear and well laid out 
and is appealing to children. Great 
non-�ction book to have." (Read to 
'�febookboy' age 5)

My Encyclopedia of Very Important Animals

DK

Meet Toto: An extraordinary cat 
looking for an adventure with you

Toto the Ninja Cat and the Great Snake Escape
Dermot O’Leary, Nick East (illus)

Hodder

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018

Five Quills

DK 

Pu�n
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Books for Reluctant Readers

A spine-tingling historical adventure 
with a football twist! 

"Tom was hoping to review this. It's not 
just about football it's about Vikings 
too and both my boys cover history in 
year 5/6 so this will inspire them. (Read 
by 'TommyG' age 10)

Defenders: Killing Ground
Tom Palmer, David Shephard (illus)

Barrington Stoke

Barrington Stoke

Hari and His Electric Feet
Alexander McCall Smith, Sam Usher (illus)

A feel good story of the magic
of dance

"I enjoyed this book because it was all 
about dancing. My favourite character 
was Hari as he was very brave and kind 
and always helped people." (Read by 
'Priya' age 8)

Told entirely through emails. 
Perfect for reluctant readers

"We read this book at bedtime together 
and it was so good. It is visually nice to 
look at and is a good way of encourag-
ing kids to read bigger books." (Read to 
'Ibby' age 5)

The Dragonsitter’s Surprise
Josh Lacey, Garry Parsons (illus)

Andersen Press

There are plenty of laughs in this 
easy to read illustrated title

"When I read Jacky Ha-Ha book 1, I 
thought no book could top it. Well, this 
book just proved me wrong!" (Read by 
'Hermione' age 8)

 Jacky Ha-Ha: My Life is a Joke
James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein & Kerascoet

Young Arrow



Perfect for 
reluctant 

readers

CLimb iNto soMe 

lAugH-oUt-LouD 
sUmmEr ReaDinG

Four hilarious new titles AVAILABLE NOW

climb higher every time

LOTS OF LAUGHS AT EVErY LEVEL

www.panmacmillan.com
The Treehouse series © Andy Gri�ths and Terry Denton 2018

PACKED FULL  
OF ACTIVITIES
BASED ON THE
BESTSELLING
TREEHOUSE

SERIES

COMING 
SOON!

13
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Books Loved by Children (7+)

Templar Publishing

Flying Fergus 7: The Wreck-it Race
Chris Hoy, Joanna Nadin & Clare Elsom (illus) DK Publishing

A fantastically fun, magical, 
cycling adventure series 

"I really enjoyed this book. It helped 
you learn about friendship and team-
work, and also that not all children are 
the same physically." (Read by 
'MicahW' age 8)

One boy. One disappointing 
superpower. Lots of giggles!

"A mix of text, pictures and even some 
comic strips! We loved how silly it was 
from start to �nish; it made us laugh so 
much!" (Read to 'Class 3' ages 7 to 8)

Iguana Boy Saves the World with 
a Triple Cheese Pizza
James Bishop, Rikin Parekh (illus)

Hodder

Walker Books

Simon & Schuster

The Royal Rabbits of London: Escape from the Tower
Santa Monte�ore, Simon Sebag Monte�ore & Kate Hindley (illus)

Shylo is back in another sweet, funny
and brilliant adventure

"We loved this story as much as the 
�rst book. Our favourite parts are the 
beautifully described places and the 
strong, likeable and quirky characters." 
(Read to 'Addie' age 7)

A fun, colourful adventure series
about a courageous princess

"I really enjoyed this book and read it 
all in one go. I liked how the princess 
became someone else when she had 
to �ght the monsters." (Read by 'Millie1' 
age 7)

The Princess in Black Around the World in 50 Ways
Shannon Hale, Dean Hale & LeUyen Pham (illus) Dan Smith, Frances Castle (illus)

A fun, fact-�lled book where kids
choose their own adventure

"This is a really fun book with a great 
concept. We learnt a lot travelling 
around with our tour guide Zak and 
loved all the facts and �gures." (Read to 
'Noah' age 7) 

Lonely Planet Kids

Laugh-out-loud series with 
fantastic cartoon-style illustrations

“My son loves this series of books. 
They have illustrations on every page 
that keep him captivated and 
motivated to keep reading." (Read by 
'Rat-rat09' age 8)

The 91-Storey Treehouse
Andy Gri�ths, Terry Denton (illus)

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

A groundbreaking, fact-�lled book 
with a free accompanying app

"What a fantastic book! My family 
loved unlocking the adventures and 
were �ghting for their turn! Good for 
learning and getting kids to read." 
(Read to 'Suzanne' age 8) 

All About Virtual Reality

DK

Wildly funny animal madness 
for young readers

"This is a brilliant book. I really liked the 
jokes which the Dad Bold keeps telling 
everyone. It is a very funny book. I 
couldn't stop laughing". (Read by 'RSA' 
age 8) 

The Bolds in Trouble
Julian Clary, David Roberts (illus)

Andersen Press

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018
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Books Loved by Children (9+)

Scholastic

Brightstorm: A Sky-Ship Adventure
Vashti Hardy

A fast-paced Victoriana fantasy 
adventure

"We loved this book, the story is 
beautifully written. The author describes 
this world so well that you can really 
imagine yourself there in the story." 
(Read to 'Hstar' age 10)

A mind-bending mystery for 
anyone who's ever asked questions 

“An absolutely AMAZING book! I was 
on the edge of my seat for the next 
chapter! This book is ‘the one’ for 
anyone that loves science and learning. 
(Read by 'Gaby' age 11)”

The In�nite Lives of Maisie Day
Christopher Edge

Nosy Crow

DK

 13 ½ Incredible Things You Need to Know
 About Everything

Surprising myth-busters and 
exploding images for curious minds

"What a great book! My 10 year old 
loves dipping into this book, opening at 
random pages and �nding out interest-
ing facts. A high quality hardback 
book." (Read by 'LaurielL' age 10)

A funny and magical tale from 
comedian Miranda Hart

"I really enjoyed this book. It was 
hugely imaginative, very fun and very 
funny with some sad parts too. A 
laugh and cry triumph!" (Read by 
'Westy10' age 12) 

The Girl with the Lost Smile Home Lab: Exciting Experiments for 
Budding ScientistsMiranda Hart, Kate Hindley (illus)
Robert Winston

Hodder

A brilliant collection of fun and 
simple science experiments

“What a fantastic book for budding 
young scientists! Full of ideas for 
experiments using things that you can 
(mostly) �nd around the home.” (Read 
by 'Bobbin' age 10) 

DK

Award-winning, magical 
new series from a debut author

"I really enjoyed this fabulous tale of 
magic and more. Pick it up and let it 
take you away from Nevermoor, a 
world where dreams come true." 
(Read by 'Westy10' age 12)

Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow
Jessica Townsend

Orion

Thrilling African-safari, dinosaur 
adventure with free AR app

"It's a really exciting book with lots of 
adventures. The illustrations are really 
cool. I haven't read the �rst book but I 
really want to now.” (Read by 
'Hermione' age 9)

Supersaurs 2: The Stegosorcerer
Jay Jay Burridge

Supersaurs

A magical folk tale from a 
stunning new voice

“A wonderful story about Marinka, who 
longs for a normal life yet is destined to 
follow in her grandmothers’ footsteps. 
We really enjoyed reading this." (Read 
by 'Syd1' age 10)

The House with Chicken Legs
Sophie Anderson, Elisa Paganelli (illus)

Usborne Publishing

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018
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Books Loved by Children (9+)

HarperCollins 
Children's Books

The World's Worst Children 3
David Walliams, Tony Ross (illus) DK Publishing

Ten �endishly funny short stories 
with full-colour illustrations

"David Walliams does it again! This 
book is laugh out loud hilarious! My 
little girl devoured it in a day, giggling 
from start to �nish! "(Read to 
'GraceClark' age 8)

Can Hamish and his friends save 
the world from the baby mutiny?

"I loved this book, it was absolutely 
hilarious. Once I sat down to read it, I 
just couldn't stop and ended up 
reading the book in one go." (Read by 
'MunchkinMegan' age 10) 

 Hamish and the Baby Boom!
Danny Wallace, Jamie Littler (illus)

Simon & Schuster

Orion

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

 Kat Wolfe Investigates
 Lauren St John

This is the �rst book in a compelling
new mystery series

"I really enjoyed reading this, I loved the 
suspense. I really like the characters of 
Kat and Harper and think they make a 
great team." (Read by 'Belllboo' age 11)

Bubbling with fun and friendship, 
this is perfect mermaid magic

"This book is brilliant. It's fun and 
exiting and I loved the characters and 
the magic. I want to read the other 
books in the series now." (Read by 
'Belllboo' age 11) 

Emily Windsnap and the Falls of Forgotten Island  The Incredible Cabinet of Wonders
Liz Kessler Joe Fullman, Various illustrators

An extraordinary treasury of 12 
themed cabinets for kids to explore

"This has got to be the best lift the �aps 
book in the universe, right? I loved it so 
much. When you read it, you go on 
your own museum adventure." (Read 
by 'Bee' age 9)

Lonely Planet Kids

From the bestselling author of
How to Train Your Dragon

“The ‘please read more’ text and ‘let 
me see’ illustrations combine to make 
this a wonderful �ve-star read.” (Read 
to ‘FelixLowe’ age 10 & ‘VetotyLowe’ 
age 7)

The Wizards of Once
Cressida Cowell

Hodder

Fact-hungry kids will love these 
maps full of unique and weird data

"What a fascinating book! I don’t know 
how many hours we’ve already spent 
pouring over this book learning tonnes 
of new facts and information" (Read to 
'LCR08' age 9)

What’s Weird on Earth

DK

A shy, fox-like groundling’s 
search for his true destiny

"This book drew me in straight away. It 
will be one of those books that later in 
life I will remember reading and will 
no doubt stay with me." (Read to 
'Bookworm3' age 11)

The Wonderling
Mira Bartok

Walker Books

www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018



New Fiction

Rose’s Dress of Dreams
Katherine Wood�ne, Kate Pankhurst (illus)

Barrington Stoke

Rose dreams of sewing beautiful dresses for 
the women of Paris. But when a chance 
encounter with royalty changes her life, she 
must draw on all her skills to create the most 
breathtaking dress of them all! Based on the 
life of the creator of haute-couture, Rose 
Bertin, this is a story to inspire.

Summertime Stories
Enid Blyton

Hodder

From picnics in the sunshine to daring 
outdoor adventures, celebrate the excite-
ment and magic of summertime with these 
fun-�lled short stories by Enid Blyton. Ideal 
for newly con�dent readers, these entertain-
ing tales are the perfect length for reading 
aloud at bedtime or in the classroom. 

Mariella Queen of the Skies
Eoin Colfer, Katy Halford

Barrington Stoke

Mariella loves nothing more than inventing 
but bedtime keeps getting in the way of all 
her ideas! There’s only one thing for it – 
Mariella has to build a rocket-powered �ying 
suit to zap her round the world faster than 
the setting sun! But without sleep, will her 
brilliant ideas just disappear? 

Splash Day!
Nick Sharratt

Barrington Stoke

Splish, splosh, splash! It’s Splash Day and 
everyone is ready for a water �ght! Join in 
with all the splashing fun in Nick Sharratt's 
beautiful Little Gems debut. Bursting with 
lots of rhyme, rhythm and energy for little 
ones to enjoy, it’s the perfect book for young 
readers. 

Al’s Awesome Science: Splash Down
Jane Clarke, James Brown (illus)

Five Quills

Al's experiments often have unexpected 
consequences. He's experimenting to �nd 
out what kind of covering his time machine 
will need to survive its SPLASH DOWN! back 
to Earth but water experiments have a habit 
of making things very wet and messy. Can 
they �nish their experiments before mum 
�nds out?

Mirror Magic
Claire Fayers

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

This is a wonderful magical adventure from 
Claire Fayers, the critically acclaimed author 
of The Accidental Pirates. The town of Wyse is 
remarkable for one thing: it is the only 
remaining human town where magic works. 
Can twelve-year-old Ava and her brother 
solve the mystery of why its magic is 
waning?

Children of Blood and Bone
Tomi Adeyemi

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

Under the orders of a ruthless king, only a 
few people remain with the power to use 
magic, and they must remain hidden. Can 
Zelie help bring back magic to her people? 
Tomi Adeyemi conjures a stunning world of 
dark magic and danger in her West 
African-inspired fantasy debut, soon to be a 
major new �lm.

The Silver Hand
Terry Deary

Bloomsbury Education

A gripping tale from bestselling Horrible 
Histories author Terry Deary. It's 1918 and the 
Great War is entering its �nal phase. In 
northern France, Aimee has just discovered 
that her mother is part of a spy network. Can 
she help save a German boy, left behind by 
his countrymen, as well as save herself?

18www.toppsta.com/summer-reading-2018



New Fiction

Embassy of the Dead
Will Mabbitt, Chris Mould (illus)

Orion

The �rst book in a spookily funny new series, 
where the living meets the dead and 
survival is a race against time. Jake likes to 
stay out of trouble, usually. But when he 
opens a strange box containing a severed 
�nger, trouble comes knocking at his door. 
Perfect for fans of Skulduggery Pleasant. 

The Wild Folk
Sylvia V. Linsteadt

Usborne Publishing

When Tin, an orphan City boy with a passion 
for invention, and curious Country girl 
Comfrey are visited by two young hares, it is 
the start of a magical quest. So begins a 
series of seemingly impossible challenges 
set by the mystical Wild Folk to �nd the one 
who holds the secret to saving their world.

Rebound
Kwame Alexander

Andersen Press

It's 1988 and Charlie Bell is still struggling 
with the loss of his father. When he gets into 
trouble one too many times, he's packed o� 
to stay with his grandparents and discovers 
a whole new world: basketball. A stunning 
coming-of-age novel in verse about basket-
ball, family and staying true to yourself.

The Survival Game
Nicky Singer

Hodder

The world is a shell of what it once was. 
Mhairi has learnt the importance of living 
her own story, of speaking to no one. But 
then she meets a young boy with no voice at 
all, and �nds herself risking everything to 
take him to safety. In a world full of check-
points can love and hope defy borders? 

Looking for quality children’s books at great prices this summer? Scholastic Book Clubs is the 
perfect way to �ll your bookshelves with classic children’s books as well as brand new reads, all 
at up to 70% o� RRP. Our Book Club editors read every single book from our carefully curated 
selection, so you can be sure that there’s something for every reader, no matter what their 
ability or interests. Scholastic is also the home of the Laugh Out Loud Book Awards (the 
Lollies), so if you want books to make children laugh this summer, Scholastic Book Clubs have 
all the shortlisted books available at incredible prices! Book Clubs are a great way to help 
children discover new books and authors – and don’t forget that you earn FREE books for a 

school or nursery of your choice on every order over £10.

For more information about Scholastic Book Clubs, visit www.scholastic.co.uk/clubs



Fill out one of the Book Review Templates on page 4 or 5
Take a photo and email it to info@toppsta.com 

or Tweet it to @Toppsta using #MyFaveBookComp

Terms & Conditions
UK & Northern Ireland only. Winner will be chosen 1st September at Toppsta's sole discretion. You can enter more than once. 
Prize for the child is £50 of books chosen from Scholastic.co.uk and £150 worth of books for the child's school to be chosen at 

scholastic.co.uk Cannot be exchanged for cash. No refunds permitted. 

TOPPSTA
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!

Win £50 of books for you 
and £150 of books for your school!

www.nosycrow.com

Activity backpack including guidebook  £9.99

Hardback £7.99

Paperback £4.99

Hardback £7.99Hardback £12.99

Go              this summer! 
NATURALLY BRILLIANT BOOKS FOR LITTLE ADVENTURERS

WILD
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New Non-Fiction

You Are Awesome
Matthew Syed, Toby Triumph (illus)

Wren & Rook

The Sunday Times #1 bestseller. This positive 
and empowering guide will help boys and 
girls build resilience and become happy, 
awesome adults. Practical and insightful this 
book shows that with hard work and, most 
importantly, a Growth Mindset, there's no 
reason why anyone can't achieve anything. 

HerStory
Katherine Halligan, Sarah Walsh (illus)

Nosy Crow

In this uplifting and inspiring book, children 
can learn about 50 intrepid women from 
around the world and throughout history. 
Telling the stories of their childhood, the 
challenges they faced and the changes they 
made, each gorgeously illustrated spread is 
a celebration of girl power in its many forms.

The Bacteria Book: Gross Germs, 
Vile Viruses, and Funky Fungi
Steve Mould

DK

Meet the bacteria, viruses, and other 
microbes that are all around, but too small 
for us to see, in this science book by 
bestselling author Steve Mould. The Bacteria 
Book perfectly walks the line between "ew, 
gross!" and "oh, cool!", with lots of fun facts 
and kooky character illustrations.

Looking After Your Mental Health
Alice James, Louie Stowell & Nancy Leschniko�

Usborne Publishing

With lots of practical advice, this lively, 
accessible guide explains why we have 
emotions, and what can in�uence them. 
Covering everything from friendships, social 
media and bullying to divorce, depression 
and eating disorders, this is an essential 
book for young people. 

We’re All Works of Art
Mark Sperring, Rose Blake (illus)

Pavilion Children’s 
Books

Celebrate di�erence and diversity with this 
beautiful book. Told from the perspective of 
works of art, it illustrates di�erent art styles 
and movements and shows that there is no 
single masterpiece in art or with people – 
we’re all works of art in our own special way.

Magic Painting Unicorns
Fiona Watt, Camilla Garofano (illus)

Usborne Publishing

Brush water over the black and white 
illustrations and watch the magical unicorn 
scenes burst into colour! Scenes include 
unicorns playing in a waterfall, �ying above 
a rainbow and much more. The perfect gift 
for unicorn lovers with a handy fold-out 
back cover to prevent colours running onto 
other pages.

LEGO   Animal Atlas: with four exclusive 
animal models
DK Publishing

DK

Discover the planet's amazing animals with 
unique LEGO® models and maps. LEGO 
Animal Atlas is packed with seriously 
fascinating facts and a detailed LEGO map 
introduces each of the continents where the 
animals live. The book also includes bricks to 
build a panda, gira�e, penguin and 
kangaroo. 

Around the World Fashion Sketchbook
Jenny Grinsted, Eva Byrne (illus)

Lonely Planet Kids

From Indian saris to Mexican Day of the 
Dead costumes, we explore a world of 
fashion, culture and clothing in this stylish 
globetrotting journey. Packed with fun and 
inspiring activities to get kids creating their 
own out�ts. 
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“A dazzling story of family, fate and football 
and one game-changing friendship.” 

Peter Bunzl, author of The Cogheart Adventures

Shortlisted for the 
Branford Boase 

Award 2018

OUT NOW

Budi dreams big. 
He’s going to be a star footballer, instead of 

working in a sweatshop making boots. 
But one unlucky kick brings his world crashing down...

Tweet #KickBookToppsta to @Usborne for your chance to win a signed copy during the World Cup

ENDORSED BY



Books for Football Fans

Kick
Mitch Johnson

Usborne Publishing

Budi's plan is simple, he's going to be a football 
star, instead of working in a sweatshop. But 
one unlucky kick brings Budi's world crashing 
down. Now he owes the most dangerous man 
in Jakarta and soon it isn't only Budi's dreams 
at stake, but his life. A story about dreaming 
big, hope and heroes. 

The Quiz Book (Football School Series)
Alex Bellos, Ben Lyttleton & Spike Gerrel (illus)

Joe King DK Publishing

Walker Books

These books are packed with true stories, 
fascinating facts and will make you laugh 
loads. When do footballers wee? When did 
women start playing football? Illustrated 
with hilarious cartoons these are the perfect 
books for anyone who loves football.

Girls FC: Do Goalkeepers Wear Tiaras?
Helena Pielichaty

Walker Books

Join the Girls FC as they show the world 
what it really means to play "like a girl"! 
Nine-year-old Megan Fawcett loves football 
and is desperate to be on the school team. 
She tries everything to get the coach to 
notice her but nothing seems to work. All 
seems lost until Megan decides to start her 
own team.

Road to the World Cup (Football Heroes Series)
Matt & Tom Old�eld

Bonnier 
Publishing UK

In this special limited-edition book, live the 
journeys of six football heroes as they begin 
the road to World Cup glory. Learn how star 
players Harry Kane, Lionel Messi, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Neymar, Manuel Neuer and Paul 
Pogba, stepped up for their national sides, 
ready to meet at the 2018 World Cup.

The Little Book of Football Jokes

Andersen Press

What did the ref say to the chicken who 
tripped a defender? – Fowl! Why was the 
footballer upset on his birthday? – He got a 
red card! These and many more howlers to 
make you laugh no matter how your team is 
doing!

Goal!

DK

Be a football genius with this goal-scoring 
guide to the beautiful game. Packed with 
vital tips and tricks, as well as astounding, 
mind-boggling stats, from the origins of 
football to the FIFA World Cup, Goal! is a 
vibrant, visual guide to everything you need 
to know about the world's most popular 
game. 

The Number 7 Shirt
Alan Gibbons, Aleksandar Sotirovski (illus)

Barrington Stoke

Jimmy has always dreamed of becoming a 
footballer and gets one step closer when 
he's invited to go for a trial for the Man U 
Academy. Jimmy progresses with the help 
of his heroes, all legends of the number 7 
shirt. Fabulous football story featuring facts 
about Best, Beckham, Cantona, Robson and 
Ronaldo. 

Over the Line
Tom Palmer

Barrington Stoke

It's 1914 and Jack is making his debut as a 
pro footballer but his �rst match is marred 
by a demonstration demanding that the 
teams sign up to the war e�ort. Based on a 
true story and weaving together a young 
boy's dreams and the realities of war, this is a 
poignant and powerful tale.
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My mum must have come close to despair. Would she ever pass on her love of reading to 
her son? It looked unlikely. I wasn’t interested in reading. I wasn’t interested in much. I was 
struggling at school and with my overall con�dence as a young teenager. But there was 
football. And in football my mum – no football fan herself – saw hope.  When I became 
obsessed with football she discovered the way to engage her child with reading for 
pleasure. She used newspapers, magazines, books and Ceefax (at the time) about football 
to change my attitude to reading and – I have no doubts about it – to change my life.

Football – and particularly this year’s men’s World Cup Finals – o�ers concerned parents of football fans a golden 
opportunity to engage their children with reading for pleasure. The ten tips below come as much from my mum as 

they do from me. I hope they work for you.

Tom Palmer  is the author of 40 books for 
children. He writes about history, ghosts, spies, 
detectives and football. His books include Over the Line, 
the story of the First World War footballers’ battalion, 
Secret FC a book about two girls who start up their own 
football team and the Defenders trilogy, a blend of 
history, hauntings and football. 

One               In the weeks before the World Cup starts, several glossy 
magazines about the World Cup will be available in newsagents and 
supermarkets. They will be full of lists, photos, charts and stories 
about players and teams. Some aren’t great. But the ones published 
by World Soccer, FourFourTwo, Match and Match of the Day will be 
worth buying.

Two                      Public libraries have a lot of football stock. Look in children’s 
�ction and children’s sport section. Also, adult sport and biography, 
as well as how to play guides. Ask a librarian for guidance. They’ll be 
very happy to help you. The same can be said for your child’s school 
librarian, if you have one.

Three                          Some footballer biographies are inappropriate for 
younger children, but the Football Heroes series by Matt and Tom 
Old�eld are written for children in an engaging narrative style. They 
cover several of the players taking part in the World Cup Finals, such 
as Messi, Ronaldo, Kane, Pogba and Neymar. Available to borrow 
from the library or buy from bookshops or via Toppsta.

Four                         Keep a World Cup reading pile near the TV, so that books, 
magazines and newspapers can be consulted in the ad breaks or 
when the games get boring, which they sometimes do, not to 
mention any teams…

Five                    Do one of the newspaper or magazine World Cup fantasy 
football games, where you can choose a squad of players and earn 
points. Challenge your child to choose a better team than you. Make 
it competitive. This is a huge motivation for children to read up on 
what players are in form, injured or ine�ective. Or do that research 
together.

Six              Deliver a newspaper to your child’s bedroom door some 
mornings. With football themed breakfast if you can �nd or make 
something appropriate.

Seven                              Have a World Cup bedtime reading book throughout 
the tournament. There are lots of football authors to choose from. 
Mal Peet; Helena Pielichaty; Dan Freedman and Bali Rai. And me too, 
of course.

Eight                         I’ll be doing a live story during the World Cup. I’ll write it 
in 25 cli�hanging episodes reacting to the events of the tournament, 
weaving in scandals and score lines. Published every weekday 
morning at 7 a.m. from June 14 to July 15 at www.tompalmer.co.uk, 
where you can also �nd out more.

Nine                         Contact me direct at info@tompalmer.co.uk and I’d be 
happy to email you some advice about what to choose for your child 
to read during the World Cup. I’ll do my best to get back to you 
within a day or two.

Ten                    Be seen to read for pleasure yourself, be it about football 
or not. This is one of the most proven ways of engaging a child with 
reading. They look to you like I looked to my mum, even if I didn’t 
show any acknowledgement of that at the time.

www.tompalmer.co.uk 

My mum died when I was 25. She left me in�nite legacies, none of 
which was more important than the love of books and magazines 
and newspapers. She witnessed me becoming a self-motivated 
and increasingly con�dent reader. She saw me start to achieve 
more in education. She saw me become more con�dent about 
wider things, travelling to other countries, daring to do things on 
my own that I would never have dared to do before, many of 
which were inspired by reading. 
 

Tom Palmer's Tips for Footie Fans



Top 20 Toppsta Reviewers

None of this could be possible without the brilliant Toppsta community, sharing their amazing book recommendations. 
We love reading your reviews and only wish we could include more of them in this Summer Reading Guide. I would 
however like to say a particular thank you to some of our most regular reviewers, who have each written over 200 

reviews of books, in addition to all the free giveaway books they’ve received. An incredible achievement!

 readerfrombrighton + Bobbin & Piglet

Loubydoo + Soopa & Geo

Katie-birmingham + MicahW & AvaW

Ellielebug + Ellielebugjnr

Wormmcd42 + Squirt & Squidge

Katieml + Westy10 & Actionbro9

elliemai07 + Elliemai, Daria, Daniel11 & cr

luke-from-sudbury + FreddyBoggis

Sparky + Hermione, Skye & Rocky

Gayleymoo-glasgow + Josh, Sam, 

Matthew & Sophiajane

KathrynKelly + SophieKelly

Amy-Wiltshire + Noah & Flynn

Nicki.Hogan + RCHogan & AlHogan

Ragdollkhan + Ragdollkhanbaby

Book + Giggle, Flutegirl & Drummer 

RDA + RSA

ClaireHanke + PHanke & Thanke

TCR75 + CCR06, LCR08 & GCR13

Tanya + Ibby & Massi

Gemsie812 + Aaronthecooldude, Little Boo, 

Baby E & Bex2003
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Write reviews of your favourite children's books
Discover new books, authors and series

Easy and free to sign up
No photos, real names or forums

www.toppsta.com/register

Come and join us!
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