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Toppsta was launched because as a parent I was struggling to �nd age-appropriate 
books and I wanted to know which books children were genuinely enjoying reading. 

Our mission at www.toppsta.com is to help children discover a love of reading. We do 
this by providing an online space where readers can review children’s books and share 
their recommendations. 

This list of the Best Children’s Books 2017, is a selection of the very best books, all 
published in 2017 and hand-picked from more than 20,000 reviews written by the 
amazing community at www.toppsta.com.

Here you’ll �nd a list of recommendations for all ages up to 12 years old, with a short 
description plus a review from a child, parent, teacher, librarian or grandparent. You’ll 
also be able to see if the book was “read to” or “read by” the child and there are 
additional features for New Releases and Books for Christmas.

If you’re looking for even more recommendations, come and check out our website 
www.toppsta.com where our ‘Books by Age’ charts https://toppsta.com/books/by-age 
are updated daily. You can also enter our free book giveaways 
https://toppsta.com/giveaways to win a book to review for us and sign up to our 
weekly newsletter https://toppsta.com/newsletter.

But to continue we need more book reviews! Will you join us? It’s easy and free to sign 
up. There are no photos, real names or forums and an adult sets up the initial account 
before adding their ‘children’ (grandchildren or students). 

I hope you enjoy reading these recommendations and if you have any feedback or 
queries, you can email me at georgina@toppsta.com.

Kind Regards, 

Georgina Atwell (Founder) 

Hello! 
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New Picture Books Loved by Children

Usborne Publishing

That’s not my unicorn...
Fiona Watt & Rachel Wells (illus)

50th title in this best-selling series
full of sparkle and magic 

“Sophie loves this unicorn book. It's 
bright, colourful and her favourite one 
yet. Brilliant touch and feel pages for 
early learning fun.” (Read to ‘Elliele-
bugjn’ age 1)

A special 25th anniversary edition
of this reassuring tale 

“This is a timeless classic with beautiful 
illustrations. I read it to my son and am 
now happily sharing it with my grand-
children, lovely! “(Read to 'LJ' age 1)

Owl Babies 
Martin Waddell & Patrick Benson (illus)

Walker Books

Old Barn Books

Bee & Me
Alison Jay

A beautiful wordless picture book 
about a girl and a bee

“This is such a wonderful book with an 
incredibly important message! My 
daughter loved the illustrations and 
following the journey of the bee.“ 
(Read to 'PHanke' age 1)

The irresistible new series by the 
author and illustrator of MR. MEN

“My son loved this book, Molly 
Mischief really lives up to her name. We 
found it really funny and my son 
enjoyed pointing out the animals.“ 
(Read to 'Noahsark' age 2) 

Molly Mischief: My Perfect Pet
Adam Hargreaves

Pavilion Children’s 
Books

Dog brings Digger to the rescue 
in this wordless adventure

“This lovely book is a great way to get 
your child's imagination �owing.  
Sparked by beautiful illustrations we 
all took turns to tell the story.“ (Read to 
'Doodles' age 2) 

Dog on a Digger – The Tricky Incident
Kate Prendergast

Old Barn Books 

Follow these babies big and small 
as they practise yoga

“Delightful picture book. My daughter 
joins me occasionally to do yoga, she is 
going to have so much fun practising 
these simple poses.“ (Read to ‘Laya’ age 
2)

Yoga Babies
Fearne Cotton & Sheena Dempsey (illus) 

Andersen Press

Vibrant wordless picturebook 
encouraging the exploration of art 

“My very-nearly-three-year-old LOVED 
this book and we spent ages on every 
page, going back to bits that we liked, 
to look at them again.“ (Read to 
'Soopa' age 2) 

My Museum 
Joanne Liu

Prestel 

A beautiful new hardback gift 
edition of this children's classic

“This has been a favourite of my son's 
since he was a couple of months old. 
Highly recommend this to anyone with 
a child from 0-2 and beyond.“ (Read to 
'WillMill' age 1) 

Dear Zoo
Rod Campbell 

Macmillan Children's
Books
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New Picture Books Loved by Children

Old Barn Books

Pea Pod Lullaby
Glenda Millard & Stephen Michael King (illus)

A wonderful lullaby about being
there for each other 

“A beautiful book to share at bedtime. 
The simple poetry of the text is calming 
and really captures the powerful love 
between parent and child.” (Read to 
'Toodee' age 3)

One �ne day, in the middle of May, 
The ladybird went on holiday

“A great book, my son enjoys listening 
to the story, the illustrations are 
colourful and the glitter makes the 
pictures even more appealing.“ (Read 
to 'Jojo19' age 3)

What the Ladybird Heard on Holiday
Julia Donaldson & Lydia Monks (illus)

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

Simon & Schuster UK

Aliens Love Underpants!
Claire Freedman & Ben Cort (illus)

A special edition to celebrate
10 years of this hilarious tale

“One of the best books I have read with 
my son in a long time. Its a colourful 
book and very funny and son giggles 
when I read it with him.“ (Read to 
'racer217' age 3)

Can Sky Private Eye with her detective 
gadgets solve the mystery?

“A story full of cupcakes, fairy tales and 
a detective. We loved the recipe in the 
end and my son is asking for the book 
again and again.“ (Read to 'eric_' age 3) 

Join two curious children on a quirky
sea adventure

“This is such an incredibly sweet book, 
it is a total pleasure to read. The 
pictures are adorable and make the 
book extra special. Love it!“ (Read to 
'Ibby' age 4) 

Sky Private Eye and the Case of 
the Runaway Biscuit
Jane Clarke & Loretta Schauer (illus)

Five Quills

Our feisty princess is back and this
time she wants snow!

“Georgie loves the Little Princess 
books! This one has a little more text 
and as always the illustrations are 
fantastic and funny!“ (Read to 'GCR13' 
age 4) 

I Want Snow!
Tony Ross

Andersen Press

The Adventures of the Owl and the Pussycat
Coral Rumble & Charlotte Cooke (illus)

Wacky Bee Books

A gentle tale of adventure with
gorgeous illustrations

“This is a beautiful book - the illustra-
tions are very detailed. A great book to 
return to as we spot something di�er-
ent each time we read it.“ (Read to 
'RC13' age 4) 

The Secret of Black Rock 
Joe Todd-Stanton

Flying Eye Books

This charming picture book explores
ideas of personal space and sharing

“There are very few words but a lot of 
very lovely detailed pictures which give 
an opportunity to discuss the book 
with younger listeners.“ (Read to 'Flynn' 
age 3) 

My Very Own Space
Pippa Goodhart & Rebecca Crane (illus)

Flying Eye Books
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New Picture Books Loved by Children

Little Tiger Press

Nibbles: The Dinosaur Guide
Emma Yarlett

Nibbles is back with lift-the-�aps
and fascinating dinosaur facts

"We read this for our bedtime story and 
it was a massive hit. My daughter 
loved the interactive �aps and the 
excellent illustrations." (Read to 
'Ckelly2013' age 4)

Peppa and George are going on
a very special day out to London!

"We read this book together and loved 
the illustrations. As we are visiting 
London soon this was an ideal 
introduction to the attractions." (Read 
to 'DGuest' age 4)

Peppa Goes to London

Penguin Random House

Simon & Schuster UK

Izzy Gizmo
Pip Jones & Sara Ogilvie (illus)

Fabulous girl inventor Izzy shows
why it's important not to give up

"We loved this book! The text is rhym-
ing which is always a bonus in this 
house and the story itself, about Izzy 
the inventor, is charming." (Read to 
'ZMDA' age 4)

A humorous, modern take on this 
classic bedtime story

"This is a lovely length book for my �ve 
year old daughter who is wanting a 
little more than a lot of picture books 
now. We really enjoyed this." (Read to 
'Amelie' age 5)

A globe-trotting, bird-spotting
adventure with vibrant illustrations

"A beautiful book for children. Beauti-
ful illustrations, interesting informa-
tion and a fun engaging activity - 
what's not to love about this book?!" 
(Read to 'Piglet' age 5) 

Beauty and the Beast
Helene Magisson

New Frontier 
Publishing

Can Sky Private Eye and Little Red 
Riding Hood help save Grandma?

"My class really enjoyed this book. 
They were excited to see Little Red 
Riding Hood taking on a di�erent role 
and trying to save Grandma!" (Read to 
'SycamoreClass' age 4-6)

Sky Private Eye and the Case 
of the Missing Grandma
Jane Clarke & Loretta Schauer (illus)

Five Quills

The Big Bird Spot
Matt Sewell

Pavilion Children’s 
Books

Engaging activity book which 
encourages children to explore feelings

"This is an activity book that looks and 
feels like an art book. It oozes quality 
and fun and will have kids instantly 
inspired." (Read to 'Berrylookalike' age 7)

Happy, Sad, Feeling Glad
Yasmeen Ismail

Laurence King

Amusing story on the challenges of
hiding a gira�e from your parents

"My little boy really enjoyed this book. 
He found the illustrations funny and 
he enjoyed the gira�e trying to �t in 
the shower." (Read to 'FreddyBoggis' 
age 5) 

Have You Seen My Gira�e?
Michelle Robinson & Claire Powell (illus)

Simon & Schuster UK
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New Books Loved by 5-6 Year Olds

Usborne Publishing

Billy and the Mini Monsters: 
Monsters in the Dark
Zanna Davidson & Melanie Williamson (illus)

Hilarious tale with full-colour 
illustrations perfect for new readers

"We loved this book so much we went 
straight out and got another book 
from the series.  Great little hardback. 
Highly recommended." (Read to 
"Ragdollkhanbaby" age 5)

35 projects for kids using everyday
cardboard packaging

"An absolutely fantastic craft book 
with simple but e�ective ideas. With a 
bit of help my 5 year old was able to 
make some amazing projects." (Read 
to "JJenks" age 5)

Make Your Own Farm Animals and More

CICO Books

Matador

Yellow Bills
Michelle McKenna & Steven Johnson (illus)

An inspiring story of Mya and Goose 
and their �ying adventures

"I read this to my son over the course of 
a week. It was well written and a very 
imaginative story. My son kept asking 
for just one more chapter." (Read to 
"1033ELLIS" age 5)

The perfect story for all young
 adventurers!

“I really liked this story! I wanted to 
read it as I want to join the scouts and 
go on adventures. I really liked the 
story and the characters!” (Read by 
'Maljam' age 6) 

Another thrilling adventure with 
plenty of FOO-HOO-HOOing

"We thought this book was fantastic! 
Lots of laugh out loud moments and 
general silliness with plenty of fun 
illustrations." (Read to "1breakdancer" 
age 6)

A Bear Grylls Adventure 1: 
The Blizzard Adventure
Bear Grylls & Emma McCann (illus)

Piccadilly Press

The second fun adventure from actor 
and comedian Isla Fisher 

"My son has been reading this 
non-stop for the last few days. It's 
really changed him from being a 
reluctant reader to an enthusiastic 
one." (Read by 'Pickle2010' age 6)

Marge and the Pirate Baby
Isla Fisher & Eglantine Ceulemans (illus)

Piccadilly Press

King Flashypants and the Creature from Crong
Andy Riley

Hodder Children’s 
Books

A laugh-out-loud magical story 
featuring witches!

"Super characters and humour, a story 
with traditional style but with modern 
edges, great for bedtime and children 
reading fun chapter books." (Read to 
'Kikki' age 6)

Martha Mayhem and 
the Witch from the Ditch
Joanne Owen & Tony Ross (illus)

Piccadilly Press

Challenge family & friends to the best
questions on the planet!

"This book is fab - really colourful and 
jammed packed with quizzes.  It's a 
really clever way to get kids interested 
in the world" (Read to "LucasChops" 
age 5)

Round the World Quiz Book
Sue McMillan & Hayley Warnham (illus)Tracey Radford

Lonely Planet Kids
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New Books Loved by 7-8 Year Olds

Carlton Books

iExplore: Bugs
Hannah Wilson

Packed with Augmented Reality
experiences

"A fabulous book, the augmented 
reality works brilliantly. My children 
loved watching the butter�y �y 
around the room. Wonderfully educa-
tional." (Read to 'Yzabelle' age 7)

An out-of-this-world funny book!

"I LOVED IT!! IT WAS EPIC!! SOME ABSO-
LUTELY CRAZY THINGS HAPPEN IN IT 
LIKE AN ALIEN WHO LOOKS LIKE A 
DOG AND A FLOATING DOG HOUSE!!!" 
(Read by 'batshadow' age 8)

Sputnik's Guide to Life on Earth

Macmillan Children’s 
Books

DK

How to be a Scientist
Steve Mould

Discover the skills it takes to be
a scientist!

"This is my best book about science.  
Was fun and interesting to read and my 
family got involved too with the experi-
ments." (Read by 'Dannylee' age 7)

Hilarious antics from everyone’s 
favourite hyenas in disguise

"My son is a reluctant reader, he reads 
well but only when a book really 
interests him. The Bolds is one of those 
books that he wants to read!" (Read by 
'Seb1' age 8) 

Dougal Daley has a secret - 
a monster in his garden shed!

"I thought this was a funny book. I liked 
the little doodles throughout the book 
and how bits of the book were written 
in Dougal's handwriting." (Read by 
"MicahW" age 8) 

The Bolds on Holiday
Julian Clary & David Roberts (illus)

Andersen Press

Second adventure in this brilliant
chapter book series

"It is very funny. All of the characters 
were really good and it makes me 
want to read the next book (Entangled 
with the Egyptians)." (Read by "djpar-
sons" age 8)

Julius Zebra: Bundle with the Britons
Gary North�eld

Walker Books

Dougal Daley: It's Not My Fault!
Jackie Marchant & Loretta Schauer (illus)

Wacky Bee Books

A groundbreaking series that teaches 
you about the world through football 

"I like this book. My son is footy mad, but 
he is not so keen on school work and 
this has really helped!" (Read by 'Seany' 
age 8)

Football School Season 1: 
Where Football Explains the World
Alex Bellos, Ben Lyttleton & Spike Gerrell (illus)

Walker Books

Humorous book written in 
the style of an email exchange

"I loved how it was so exciting and 
funny. I would recommend it to some-
one who likes adventure, dragons and 
fun exciting books." (Read by 'Berry-
lookalike' age 7)

The Dragonsitter Detective
Josh Lacey & Garry Parsons (illus)Frank Cottrell Boyce & Steven Lenton (illus)

Andersen Press
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New Books Loved by 9-10 Year Olds

Simon & Schuster UK

Witch for a Week
Kaye Umansky & Ashley King (illus)

A magical adventure with 
charming illustrations

“I found Witch for a Week really funny, 
I felt an a�nity to the characters and 
absolutely adored the crow! A must 
read this Autumn." (Read by 'Munch-
kinMegan' age 9)

Discover how your brain really works
+ free Augmented Reality app

"We liked this book a lot, the facts are 
in small chunks and the app is fantas-
tic. We all learnt something new with 
this book." (Read to 'EwanM' age 9)

iExplore: The Brain

Carlton Books

Usborne Publishing

See Inside Space Stations & 
Other Spacecraft
Rosie Dickins & Kellan Stover (illus)

Written in association with 
the UK Space Agency

"This book is brilliant. There are so 
many �aps and it's so interesting. I used 
it to help me with my project about 
space. " (Read by 'Bookboy1' age 9) 

Can class joker Jacky put her 
worries behind her?

"I loved this book - it's one of the funni-
est books I've ever read. It's a bit like 
diary of a wimpy kid but a girl version 
instead!" (Read by 'Elf' age 10)

A powerful story about dreaming 
big in the sweatshops of Jakarta

“Wow! This book is something else and 
opened up a world of conversation. 
The story is beautiful but also heart-
breaking. We loved Budi's story." (Read 
to 'Rory' age 10)

Jacky Ha-Ha
James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein & Kerascoet (illus)

Young Arrow

New series from the author of 
the phenomenal Dork Diaries series

“I like that Max is funny and clumsy 
and is a normal boy until life gets 
turned upside-down and he becomes 
a superhero!!! It was fun to read." (Read 
by 'Giggle' age 10)

The Misadventures of Max Crumbly 2: 
Middle School Mayhem
Rachel Renée Russell

Simon & Schuster UK

KICK
Mitch Johnson

Usborne Publishing

Brilliant illustrated series for 
reluctant readers

"This is a really funny book. There are 
some really good pranks that make you 
laugh, lots of vomit and a mum that 
sleeps standing up!!!" (Read by 'Poke-
man' age 10)

Middle School: Escape to Australia
James Patterson, Martin Chatterton & Daniel Gri�o (illus) 

Young Arrow

An adventure full of danger, 
daring and long-buried treasure

"This is a beautiful story with a great 
mystery running through it. It felt like 
reading Harry Potter in that it trans-
ported you to another world." (Read to 
'HStar' age 9)

Moonlocket
Peter BunzlJack Challoner

Usborne Publishing
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New Books Loved by 11-12 Year Olds

Macmillan Children’s
 Books

The 91-Storey Treehouse
Andy Gri�ths & Terry Denton (illus)

Laugh-out-loud adventures in the 
world's most awesome treehouse!

"Amazing pictures and creative 
storylines. After you have read this 
book you will want to read all the other 
stories in the series - brilliant!" (Read by 
'AJH' age 11)

Hear both sides of the story from 
the bully & the bullied

"After 'Bubble Boy' I was expecting a lot 
and this book didn't disappoint. Such a 
great read and can't wait to read more 
books by this author." (Read by 'swalk-
er' age 11)

All the Things That Could Go Wrong

Simon & Schuster UK

Simon & Schuster UK

Hamish and the GravityBurp
Danny Wallace & Jamie Littler (illus)

Another hilarious and wacky adventure 
for Hamish and his gang

"An awesome adventure laced with wit 
and humour to make you fall out of 
your reading corner with laughter. A 
great read for all ages." (Read by 
'Westy10' age 11) 

Tragedy, horses and �rst love in 
a teen romance set in Cornwall

“Really amazing story. I cried and 
laughed all the way through. I lost my 
auntie just before Christmas so I felt I 
could relate to this story." (Read by 
'Ellanor' age 11) 

Prepare to be amazed again by 
Ned and the marvellous �ying circus

"Book two in the series is as good as 
the �rst book! Its so good that you 
want to read on. This story is full of 
adventure and mystery." (Read by 
'Yoloman' age 12)

One Silver Summer
Rachel Hickman & Helen Crawford-White (illus)

Old Barn Books

The second book in this series and
a brilliant page-turner

"Full of humour and adventure we 
thoroughly enjoyed it. I would have no 
hesitation in recommending it to one 
of my well read Year 5s or Year 6s." 
(Read to 'Oli' age 12)

Defender of the Realm: Dark Age
Mark Huckerby & Nick Ostler

Scholastic UK

Ned’s Circus of Marvels: The Gold Thief
Justin Fisher

HarperCollins 
Children's Books

Can Aiden save his home and 
the village before it's too late?

"Ben thoroughly enjoyed this the story 
from start to �nish. It was spell bound-
ing and he couldn't put it down! 
De�nitely one we recommend." (Read 
bu 'BenS246' age 12)

The Warrior in the Mist
Ruth Eastham & Nathan Ryder (illus)

Shrine Bell

A cosmic adventure with space, 
science and aliens! 

"Packed with real science, this 
stunning sci-� adventure is out of this 
world and the vivid descriptions bring 
the fantasy to life." (Read to 'Book Club' 
ages 9 to 11)

The Jamie Drake Equation
Christopher EdgeStewart Foster

Nosy Crow
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New Books Autumn 2017

HarperCollins 
Children’s Books

Here We Are
Oliver Je�ers

An exquisite and thought-provoking 
new picture book exploring what 
makes our planet so special, through 
a series of heartfelt notes introduc-
ing Planet Earth. This is a gorgeous 
book from the multi award-winning, 
internationally best-selling, picture 
book creator of Lost and Found, 
Oliver Je�ers. (Ages 2+)

A new Charlie and Lola from 
multi-award-winning author and 
Children's Laureate Lauren Child! 
Lola wants a dog - but the qualities 
of her perfect pooch seem oddly like 
those of a ... rabbit! Silly, surprising, 
thoughtful and fun, Charlie and Lola 
are on top form in this fantastically 
funny story. (Ages 3+)

The brand new picture book from 
the beloved and iconic author, 
illustrator Judith Kerr. This magical 
book is brimming with her trade-
mark warm humour and exquisitely 
imaginative artwork. Come on a 
wondrous journey with Katinka, a 
perfectly ordinary pussycat, with a 
not-quite-so-ordinary tail... (Ages 3+)

Prepare to be amazed! Join aspiring 
boy magician Elliot in his quest to 
�nd The Greatest Magician in the 
World, in this fantastically funny 
magical adventure, including seven 
removable magic tricks to perform - 
the perfect gift for young magic fans! 
(Ages 5+)

A stunningly illustrated picture book 
full of mystery and suspense, from 
Benji Davies, bestselling author, 
illustrator of The Storm Whale and 
Grandad's Island. This is a beautifully 
illustrated rhyming tale about things 
that go bump in the night but aren't 
quite as scary as they might seem... 
(Ages 4+)

It’s time to explore lost prehistoric 
lands and the dinosaurs that roamed 
them. Kids can unfold maps and lift 
the �aps to reveal illustrations and 
facts about how dinosaurs lived. 
They’ll also learn about famous 
palaeontologists and measure them-
selves against life-size bones, teeth 
and claws. (Ages 5+)

When Marcy’s adventurer father 
disappears in Egypt, she reluctantly 
sets o� in his footsteps. Faced with 
the great Sphinx’s riddle, her only 
option is to ask the Egyptian gods for 
help, but in the end it is up to Marcy 
to complete the �nal task. Can she 
overcome her deepest fears and save 
him? (Ages 5+)

A roaringly brilliant large-format 
book all about dinosaurs from the 
brilliant wildlife illustrator and 
bestselling author, Matt Sewell. With 
Matt’s distinctive, large-scale illustra-
tions, this book examines various 
types of dinosaurs and includes 
up-to-date �ndings on their appear-
ance, colour and habits. (Ages 5+)

Katinka’s Tail

HarperCollins 
Children’s Books

Orchard Books

A Dog with Nice Ears
Lauren Child

The Greatest Magician in the World
Matt Edmondson & Garry Parsons (illus)

Macmillan 
Children’s Books

Dinosaurs – and Other Prehistoric Creatures
Matt Sewell

Pavilion Children’s Books

Dinosaur Atlas
Anne Rooney & James Gilleard (illus)

Lonely Planet Kids

Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx 
Joe Todd-Stanton

Flying Eye Books

The Grotlyn
Benji DaviesJudith Kerr

HarperCollins 
Children’s Books
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New Books Autumn 2017

HarperCollins 
Children’s Books

Toto: The Dog-Gone Amazing Story
 of the Wizard of Oz
Michael Morpurgo & Emma Chichester Clark (illus)

From master storyteller Michael 
Morpurgo, and illustrated in 
stunning colour by the award-win-
ning Emma Chichester Clark, comes 
a surprising, charming and uplifting 
twist on The Wizard of Oz tale, told 
by a very special and unforgettable 
character: Dorothy's pet dog, Toto. 
(Ages 7+)

Charlie is �nally testing her powers 
as a witch. But when new boy Zack 
joins the school, everything goes 
wrong. He seems perfect - but 
Charlie is sure there's more to him 
than meets the eye. Another 
enchanting exploration of friendship 
and magic, from best-selling author 
Abie Longsta�. (Ages 7+)

Welcome to the greatest little 
museum in the world! 12 collectors, 
from toy makers and monster hunt-
ers, to sailors and archaeologists, 
have created their own cabinets and 
�lled them with their favourite 
things. Kids can discover these 
extraordinary objects and learn 
more about our planet’s history. 
(Ages 8+)

This bewitching fantasy with a 
strong female protagonist, is a 
brilliant middle grade read from the 
author of the highly acclaimed novel, 
The Witch's Boy. 'This beautifully 
written, darkly funny coming-of-age 
story will enchant and entertain' 
Daily Mail (Ages 9+)

More from Ada and her friends at 
Ghastly-Gorm Hall! There are musical 
goings-on at Ghastly-Gorm Hall and 
another spooky mystery for Ada 
Goth to solve in the fourth book in 
the Goth Girl series by Chris Riddell, 
Children's Laureate 2015-2017. (Ages 
9+)

In this extraordinary debut novel 
with its deft nod to Dickensian 
heroes and rogues, Mira Bartók tells 
the story of Arthur, a shy, fox-like 
foundling with only one ear and a 
desperate desire to belong, as he 
seeks his destiny at the Home for 
Wayward and Misbegotten 
Creatures. (Ages 9+)

Morrigan Crow is cursed - doomed to 
die on her 11th birthday - until 
Jupiter North whisks her to the 
secret, magical city Nevermoor. To 
stay in the safety of the city, Morrig-
an competes in the Wundrous Socie-
ty trials but she needs an extraordi-
nary talent; a talent she insists she 
does not have. (Ages 9+)

Welcome to the museum that is 
always open to explore! Step inside 
the pages of this beautiful book to 
explore galleries of dinosaurs curated 
by experts and stunningly illustrated 
by Chris Wormell (The Book of Dust) 
to bring a fascinating exhibition to 
your living room. (Ages 9+)

The Incredible Cabinet of Wonders

Lonely Planet Kids

Scholastic UK

How to Bewitch a Wolf
Abie Longsta�

The Girl Who Drank the Moon
Kelly Barnhill

Piccadilly Press

Dinosaurium
Lily Murray & Chris Wormell (illus)

Big Picture Press

The Wonderling
Mira Bartok

Walker Books 

Nevermoor 
Jessica Townsend

Orion Children’s Books

Goth Girl and the Sinister Symphony
Chris Riddell

Joe Fullman

Macmillan 
Children’s Books
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New Christmas Books

Scholastic UK

Sam Nixon, Mark Rhodes & Tom Knight (illus)
A riotously funny picture book spoof 
on The Night Before Christmas from 
BAFTA-winning children's TV 
presenters Sam & Mark. It's time to 
deliver presents, but Santa's tummy 
is feeling funny and he needs to let 
out parps along the way... But as a 
result, all the presents fall in the sea! 
(Ages 3+)

It's all very well being a superhero 
and saving the day but what if there 
was no one there to cause the chaos? 
Fortunately, this isn't something we 
will have to worry about any time 
soon. The Evil Pea is BACK! And this 
time he has his biggest, most 
dastardly plan yet to take over the 
supermarket. (Ages 3+)

It's Christmas Eve, and Santa �nds 
many treats left for him while deliv-
ering presents throughout the 
world. But Santa keeps eating and 
his belt gets tighter each time. Will 
he still be able to �t down the chim-
ney? (Ages 3+)

Father Christmas is getting ready to 
deliver the presents - but he keeps 
getting distracted by some VERY 
rude noises! Who keeps parping?! 
Could such a big noise actually be 
coming from someone rather 
small...? More windy fun is in store in 
this brilliant picture book by the 
sensational Olaf Falafel. (Ages 4+)

It’s Christmas! And Archie is SO 
EXCITED! He’s full of ideas to make 
this the most Christmassy Christmas 
EVER. Everyone's favourite rhino is 
back for a brilliantly funny festive 
romp, featuring homemade Christ-
mas jumpers and an unexpected 
snowstorm! (Ages 3+)

Much to Eric and Pan’s surprise, Pan’s 
parents are in town for the holidays – 
arriving down the chimney on Christ-
mas Eve! With a full house Eric has a 
tough time of keeping Pan’s parents 
hidden away. Then disaster strikes, 
leaving them all without Christmas 
dinner! Can the Mini-Dragons save 
the day? (Ages 5+)

When a storm blows into the town of 
Pinewood, scattering the townspeo-
ple’s Christmas wishes, Lily and her 
pet pug Bug must work out which 
wish belongs to who, otherwise no 
one will get what they want for 
Christmas. Recently reissued, this 
story is perfect for sharing over the 
festive period. (Ages 5+) 

Hans Christian Andersen’s spellbind-
ing tale of Gerda’s search for her best 
friend Kay, who is taken by the icy 
Snow Queen, will capture readers’ 
hearts. Adapted and stunningly 
illustrated by Patricia MacCarthy. 
(Ages 4+)

Santa’s Tight Squeeze

New Frontier Publishing

Simon & Schuster UK

Supertato: Evil Pea RulesThe Stink Before Christmas
Sue Hendra & Paul Linnet

Father Christmas Heard a Parp
Olaf Falafel

HarperCollins 
Children’s Books

The Snow Queen
Hans Christian Anderson & Patricia MacCarthy (illus)

Award Publications Ltd

There’s a Dragon in My Stocking!
Tom Nicoll & Sarah Horne (illus)

Stripes Publishing

Lily, The Pug and the Christmas Wish
Keris Stainton

Piccadilly Press

It’s Christmas!
Tracey Corderoy & Tim Warnes (illus)Alex Field & Karen Erasmus (illus)

Little Tiger

http://toppsta.com/best-childrens-books-2017 14



www.toppsta.com

www.toppsta.com 
Over 20,000 children’s book reviews 

Written by children, parents, teachers & librarians 

Write reviews of your favourite books 
Discover new books, authors & series 

New reviews published every day 
Charts for every age up to 14 

Come and join our community 
www.toppsta.com 

Easy and free to sign up 
No photos, real names or forums


	toppsta front cover
	toppsta Supersaurus page 0
	toppsta introduction
	toppsta contents
	toppsta page 3
	toppsta page 4
	toppsta page 5
	toppsta page 6
	toppsta page 7
	toppsta page 8
	toppsta page 9
	toppsta page 10
	toppsta page 11
	toppsta page 12
	toppsta page 13
	toppsta page 14
	toppsta page 15

